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It appears, then, that the law we have been considering
was dictated by special circumstances. It was given to
men who had practically no country. The paramount
duty to humanity had for a time suspended their obli-
gations to the government under which they lived. Or
rather they were men who, while bearing all the burdens
laid upon them by the government, declined for special
reasons all the advantages they might have derived from
government. It was for a society thus deprived by cir-
cumstances of all political interests that Christ legislated,
for a society which was directed to act as good citizens do
under a usurping but still a settled government,—that is, to
become political quietists, disturbing us little as possible
the public tranquillity, but at the same time countenancing
as little as possible the unrighteous power. Accordingly,
in laying down a law for the treatment of injuries, Christ
entirely disregards the political bearings of the question.
He considers no interests but those of the parties imme-
diately concerned. To raise the question whether his law
of abstinence from prosecution is consistent with social
order is therefore to misunderstand it. Owing to special
circumstances this element was eliminated from the pro-
blem. Like the First Law of Motion, this law postulates
the absence of external forces. What it affirms is that,
supposing a wrong committed in redressing which only
the injured party is interested, he should endeavour to
bring the offender to submission by patience if it be an
offence of ignorance, by rebuke if he knew better, but in
no case by force.
The special circumstances have long passed away, and
it is now impossible to eliminate from the problem all that
bears upon public order. Society, and not the injured
party only, has now to be considered in the treatment of

